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in which the states would normally be supreme.
If, therefore, a ruler assumed the powers of
dictatorship, suppressed all opinion against
himself, and systematically misgoverned the
state for his own benefit, there would be no
remedy available to the people unless there
were an express provision by which the Central
Government should be entitled to interpose its
authority to set matters right. But if such
intervention is not to degenerate into petty and
meddling interference it could only be per-
mitted in extreme cases,
The maintenance of a minimum standard of
good government in the states in those sub-
jects which are within its own exclusive
authority is even more difficult. It would, of
course, be possible to include in the constitu-
tion a declaration of rights which every state
would be normally bound to uphold. But as
its executive realisation would rest with the
authorities of the states, it might happen that
these would remain more a pious ideal than an
actuality. This is the case all over the world.
An amendment to the constitution of the United
States expressly gives the negro the right to
vote, but the southern states have so far openly
defied or circumvented this law.